
A Brief report on Workshop entitled “Earthquake Hazard, Risk and Mitigation: 

Advances in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering” at VIT Vellore 

The School of Civil Engineering, Vellore Institute of Technology Vellore, in association with 

Indian Geotechnical Society Vellore Chapter, and Indian Society of Earthquake Technology IIT 

Roorkee, organized a one day Workshop titled "Earthquake Hazard, Risk and Mitigation: 

Advances in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering" on 22 March, 2019. The event was attended 

by over 100 participants from various institutes in South India. 

 

Prof. Chandrasekaran, Chairman of IGS Vellore chapter welcomed the guests and 

delegates. Prof. TG Sitharam, Professor at IISc & Director (Designate) IIT Guwahati, the Chief 

Guest of the day stressed the need for engineering preparedness for earthquake disaster 

mitigation. Padma Shri Dr. Prahlada Ramarao, Former Director DRDL DRDO and Former VC 

Defense Institute of Advance Technology, explained the scope of flexible materials in building 

construction and he related the technology in flight making to infrastructure building. Dr. 

Stahianarayanan FRSC, Registrar VIT highlighted the short term memory of people in context of 

earthquake preparedness and mentioned that it is very important to have such workshops 

regularly to raise awareness.Dr. Muthukumar, Secretary IGS Vellore chapter, proposed vote of 

thanks. 

Prof TG Sitharam delivered a talk on Engineered Preparedness for Earthquake Disaster 

Mitigation. He explained the evolution of earthquake hazard zonation in the country and future 

directions. Dr. Sreevalsa delivered a talk on Earthquake Hazard Assessment & Disaster Geotechnics. 

Prof. Ganapathy, Director Centre for Disaster Mitigation and Management VIT, talked on Geo-

spatial application in earthquake damage scenario analysis. Dr. Chandrasekaran delivered lecture on 

Static and Dynamic response of laterally loaded piles. Dr. Muthukumar presented Ground Improvement 

Techniques for Liquefaction mitigation. It was followed by an interactive session and distribution of 

certificates to the participants.The participants appreciated the smooth conduct of the workshop. 

Delegates expressed interest to have such important workshops regularly in different cities of 

India. The delegates included students, faculty and industry professionals with background in 

civil engineering, geology, geography and disaster mitigation. The future scope and role of 

engineers in disaster mitigation was deliberated during interactions. 
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